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other, and everything else. So we had a friendly little wager.
And now l've jarred Senator Landis' memory. And the wager was,
I would get...wager that there would be more people killed from
fishing than there are killed from hunting. And I was correct,
and he owed me a Coke. Fishing is more dangerous than hunting,
because people drown. And fishing...actually, we had more
people drown from fishing activities than we do from activities
like jet skis and pleasure boating and water-skiing. So be
careful if you're a fisherman. You never know. But the smart
fisherman, of course, wears a life jacket. Finally, I would say
the Game and Parks Commission manages over 200 public use areas

that are free. These areas are designated as wildlife
management areas. And you can see them on the map that's
distributed on the tables. These areas are not groomed, they're
not mowed, and they're very primitive. They do not have

developed playground or picnic areas, as our state parks do.
However, these areas are open for public use year-round.
Therefore, people who do not want to pay a park permit fee do
have at least 200 areas they can go to and not pay a fee. But
if you go to a park fee that has the facilities, like rest
rooms, camping areas, and so on, these are areas that are hard
to maintain, and they're expensive to maintain. And so there
is...necessary to have a fee. Now, I've passed you out a chart.
You will note that there are 39 states that charge a park entry

fee. There are 11 that do not. The 11 that do not, there are
various reasons. Missouri charges, I believe, an eighth of a
cent sales tax to support their parks. Iowa does not have a

ve_y extensive park system, so they don't charge. But you won't
find many people, probably, going to Iowa to visit their park
facilities. Nebraska has a very extensive park system, and it
is used by a lot of citizens in our state and out of state.
Matter of fact, 15 of the top 25 tourist destinations in the
state of Nebraska are facilities run by Game and Parks.
Cumulatively speaking, Game and Parks manage the number one
tourist areas in our states. You take all the people that are
coming to Nebraska that are engaged in tourism activities, Game
and Parks is where they're going to be, more than likely.
That's the number one area. And I think it's safe to say
the Game and Parks Commission strives to provide our citizens
with a diverse system of outdoor recreation activities, whether
it be nice places like Eugene Mahoney, or hiking-biking trails,
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